FOREIGN LANDS
"The Germans have achieved wonders during
the last decade/' said Mussolini.
"How do you account for the present collapse
of Germany?"
"Germany was beaten by a worldwide coalition."
"But do you not think that the happenings of
the last half century in Germany were indirect
causes of the present trouble?"
He hesitated a while, looked at me searchingly,
and then said, slowly and decisively:
"Everything that Bismarck achieved during
the thirty years of his rule was useful to Germany.
It is a matter of supreme importance to a states-
man that he should be in power for a long time.
What you wrote the other day about Beethoven
and Shakespeare applies to political life as well,
and Bismarck had plenty of time."
"What do you think of German policy during
the first years after the war? Do you think that
Germany was right to accept the situation without
any attempt at resistance?"
"What else could she do? In view of the
fierce hatred of Germany which prevailed during
those years, and of the fact that the alliance
against her was still in being, any attempt to
resist would have had the most disastrous conse-
quences. Rathenau, whose acquaintance I made
in the year 1922, was one of the ablest statesmen
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